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NATIONAL PILGRIM VIRGIN STATUE TO TOUR
ARCHDIOCESE IN APRIL
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S PIRITUAL D IRECTOR ’ S
M ESSAGE

ur Lady came to Fatima in 1917
to give us a plan for peace, to stop
the spread of atheism and moral decline in
our nations, and to obtain God’s blessings
for the whole world. Now she comes to the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis in
spirit, to bring her message from Fatima
again, which Blessed Pope John Paul II said
is more important now than ever.
Nearly 30 parishes and schools in the
Archdiocese will host the National Pilgrim
Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima during
the month of April on the first-ever pilgrimage to the Twin Cities other than a visit
to our Marian Congress last year. (The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue was here
in 2002). After an evening at the Carmelite
Monastery of Our Lady of Divine Providence in Lake Elmo, the Pilgrim Virgin
Statue will again grace our Marian Congress
on Saturday, April 6th, at the Church of St.
Joseph in West St. Paul, and then begin
traveling around the Archdiocese.

O

“Are you suffering a great
deal? Do not lose hope, I will
not forsake you.”
- Our Lady of Fatima

Blessed by Pope Paul VI in Fatima on
May 13, 1967, and given to our country by
the Bishop of Fatima, the National Pilgrim
Virgin Statue of the USA was entrusted to
the World Apostolate of Fatima to travel
throughout the United States and its territories as on a pilgrimage, spreading the Message of Fatima and bringing the graces of
Fatima to the American people. It is considered to be one of the most beautiful statues
of Our Lady in America. That is no surprise
given that the statue is an exact replica of
one sculpted at the request of the Bishop of
Fatima in 1947, with the assistance of Sister
Lucia dos Santos.
What a monumental opportunity for our
Archdiocese to be able to honor Our Lady
during the Year of Faith and to bring to her
all of our concerns about our nation, our
families, and our personal requests for the

graces we need to be her instruments during a time when so few are willing to say
“yes” to her Divine Son.
All parish pastors received a letter last
October from our Spiritual Director, Fr.
John Gallas, inviting them to be a host parish. Currently there continue to be openings in all four regions of the Archdiocese.
The Board of Trustees has developed a Parish Hosting Kit to help parishes plan their
special day with Our Lady. Each parish is
asked to assign a coordinator, who under
the direction of its pastor, will be the liaison
between the parish and our NPVS Committee so as to ensure that all the details are in
place for welcoming Our Lady (in some
parishes, the pastor has agreed to be the
liaison). Mr. Bill Sockey, the National
Statue Custodian who travels with the
statue, is prepared to give talks on Fatima
to adults and school children at parishes and
schools and assist during the visit. A member of the NPVS Committee will also assist
in your planning and preparations.
NPVS tour publicity begins in February,
and we hope to have a full schedule of host
parishes in place by the end of the month.
If you would like to have Our Lady visit
your parish or school, please contact us at
763-502-0792 or info@fatimaonline.org.
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he vehicle for transmission of the
Fatima message is the Church’s evangelizing work. Get in, turn the key, and
away we go! Christ said that we become
His disciples when we take up our cross,
and that as His disciples we will bear fruit
that will last. Pray the Rosary, do penance, and offer your troubles for the conversion of souls. It will work. This is the
Message of Fatima and also part of the
core of the Gospel.
The youth apostolate is sometimes like
seed scattered on unwholesome ground.
The scorching sun, hungry birds, and shallow soil constantly threaten, and yet there
are also many signs of hope! Consider the
vast crowds of youth attending World
Youth Day. Consider the Catholic
homeschooling movement, new Catholic
schools and universities faithful to the
Gospel, new youth movements such as the
Cathedral Young Adults group, and countless other signs of life and holiness. And
so, let us frame our question thus: “How
do we continue to spread the message of
Fatima effectively to the youth, and become even more effective?” I would propose three essential keys:
First, practice charity. To love, the first
thing to do is be present to the beloved.
Fathers and mothers need to spend time
with their kids. Priests will find the fruitfulness of their ministry greatly expanding
by making time to be with the children,
youth, and young adults in their parishes.
Children today, like children of the past,
can see through a phony. They have no
need or desire for adults who pretend to
be something they are not. In the tradition
of St. Don Bosco, genuine interest and
love, demonstrated by being present, is
90% of evangelization.
Second, remember Mary’s words at
Champion, WI in 1859: “Gather the children in this wild country and teach them
what they should know for salvation.
Teach them their catechism, how to sign
themselves with the Sign of the Cross, and
how to approach the sacraments; that is
what I wish you to do.” Our country is
wilder now, in a sense, than in 1859. The
unadulterated Gospel is the only antidote.
In my experience as a pastor, youth who
are loved and respected will rarely have

TO THE

YOUTH

A. GALLAS
difficulty accepting the Church’s teaching
as outlined in the Catechism. Even the
teachings regarding marriage and openness
to life, so puzzling to the secular mind, are
most often accepted peacefully and lived
joyfully.
Third, don’t be afraid of the liturgy.
You might say, “Who would ever be afraid
of the liturgy?” But after decades of liturgical abuse committed in the name of relevance, I do believe that many Catholics
have a fear-induced belief that while the
Catechism is indeed relevant, the liturgy is
flat and needs to be spiced up. Nothing
could be farther from the truth!
God carefully instructed Moses how to
offer sacrifice, and told Solomon not to
vary from the temple blueprint, because:
“They worship in a copy and shadow of the
heavenly sanctuary, as Moses was warned
when he was about to erect the tabernacle: See to it that you make everything
according to the pattern shown you on the
mountain.” (Heb 8:5) Holy Mass is no
copy but a sacramental participation in the
real heavenly sanctuary, and its pattern is
carefully given in the Church’s documents.
These documents speak of prayerfulness, beauty, reverence, fidelity, adherence to prescribed ceremonies, and Gregorian chant. When I experienced temporary hearing loss (no, I am not exaggerating) after concelebrating a youth conference Mass in 2008, I had to ask myself:
“Have we really formed our people to
believe that the Church’s tradition of Gregorian chant is so impoverished that the
Mass needs a beat to become relevant?” In
contrast, in the summer of 2012 at another youth retreat, we tried Englishlanguage chants of the Introit and Communion, and the Missal ordinary with a
little Latin mixed in. No hymns, no instruments, just the native soundtrack of
the Mass. At the first Mass, a chapel full of
teenagers sight-read the chanted music. By
week’s end they had mastered it. On the
way home, they confronted me: “Why
can’t we have music like that at our parish?” (We can...) In giving them the
Church’s liturgy, we give them Christ
Who loves them.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

W

ith a grateful heart I greet
you as the new president of the
World Apostolate of Fatima: grateful,
because I know that Our Lady is with me
and our new
Board of Trustees as we move
forward doing
her work. Just a
short introduction: my husband and I have
been married
nearly 20 years
and have three
Barb Ernster
children, ages
11, 16 and 17. Our family belongs to St.
Charles Borromeo parish in St. Anthony.
This is my sixth year on the Board during
which I have served as vice president and
treasurer, as well as coordinator of communications and the Marian Congress.
Taking on this new position of responsibility felt heavy and burdensome, which
can be the case in any area of life. But in
praying about the work and mission of
our Apostolate, Our Lady has made it
clear that there is great joy in serving
her. She needs each of us to be open and
willing vessels that will reflect the light
of Christ in an ever-darkening world, and
she will dispense the graces we need to
be all that we are called to be. “My yoke
is easy, and My burden light,” Jesus said,
inviting us to take the yoke of obedience
to His word and we will find rest.
On that note, I am pleased to reflect
on our upcoming events—namely the
Marian Congress on Saturday, April 6,
2013, at the Church of St. Joseph, from
which the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue
of Our Lady of Fatima will begin a full
month-long tour around the Archdiocese. This is the first time the statue will
be in our Archdiocese, aside from our
Marian Congress last year. In 2002, the
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue visited, as many of you may recall.
The timing of this visitation is providential—it is the Year of Faith—a perfect year to give our “fiat” to the Blessed
Mother and Our Lord Jesus. Our Archdiocese has launched a Rediscover initiative to evangelize and catechize the local
Church. We want to participate in this
mission as much as possible with our

prayers, sacrifices, and willingness to
evangelize the message of the most pure
Virgin who came to earth with a plan of
peace. “My Immaculate Heart will be your
refuge and the way that will lead you to
Christ.” What beautiful and gentle words
for our times that many need to hear.
As to my goals during my year as
president, I am so pleased to follow in
the footsteps of two wonderful presidents, Don Fier and Connie Schneider.
Both have taught me valuable lessons in
humble leadership.
We are always aware that our Apostolate is aging and like many other good
ministries, we want to bring this message
to the next generations. Fr. Gallas discusses this issue in his Spiritual Director’s
column on page 2. Connie started Children of the Eucharist for that same reason. Don revisited our policies and operations and brought them up-to-date,
instituted an annual Morning of Recollection for Board members, and focused on
strengthening our core programs—
Fatima Prayer Cells, Five First Saturdays
Devotion, and Vigils of Reparation.
I hope to build on their foundations
and continue to explore new means of
communication, new ways of bringing
our programs of prayer and reparation to
more people, and research additional
programs that may be necessary to reach
those people. Our Lady goes where she
wants to go, and she will take this Apostolate where it needs to go. I appreciate
your comments, suggestions, your
prayers, and your confidence. Please feel
free to contact me any time at 763-5020792 or at barbernster@comcast.net.
In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
Barb Ernster
P.S. We are currently seeking to fill a
Board position. This is a working Board,
meaning that all members are involved in
some area of the Apostolate, with the
promise that you will not be overwhelmed. We are only volunteers. In
addition, we are seeking someone who
has some computer/website skills—
whether that be as a Board member, or
someone in the background assisting us.
Please prayerfully consider whether Our
Lady is calling you to this mission, and
contact me at the number/e-mail above.

COMMITTEES AND
CHAIRPERSONS
Fatima Prayer Cells
Janice Hugo
St. Augustine, South St. Paul
(952) 215-7078

First Saturday Devotion
Mark Hugo
St. Augustine, South St. Paul
(952) 452-4205

Marian Congress
Barb Ernster
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Anthony
(763) 502-0792

Newsletter Editor
Barb Ernster
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Anthony
(763) 502-0792

Parish Representatives
Todd Ziesmer
Holy Family, St. Louis Park
(952) 404-1247

Vigils of Reparation
Kathleen O’Hern
St. Pius X, St. Paul
(651) 426-9401

Finance Committee
Mike Gores
St. Mary, St. Paul
Joe Kueppers
St. Joseph, West St. Paul
Kurt Virnig
St. Agnes, St. Paul
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MARIAN CONGRESS WILL FOCUS ON STRENGTHENING
COMMITMENT TO CHRIST AND HIS MOTHER IN THE YEAR

M

OUR
OF

FAITH

any people are familiar with the book, 33 Days to
Morning Glory, a preparation for Marian Consecration
based on St. Louis de Montfort’s True Devotion to Mary, written by Fr. Michael E. Gaitley. The main reason for writing
the book, he summarized, is that Marian consecration is “the
surest, easiest, shortest, and most perfect means” to becoming a saint, and truly a blessing. “If we want to become
more fully Christ, then we need to belong more fully to
Mary,” he writes. “By going to her and remaining with her,
we allow her to accomplish her mission in us.… But how do
we do this? Simple. We say yes, just like she did.”
In this Year of Faith, it seems appropriate that we give our
“fiat” to Mary, and hence, to Jesus, as a sign of our total trust
in her guidance and in His Divine Providence, despite much
uneasiness about our world and difficulties in remaining true
followers of Christ and His Church.
We are pleased to welcome Bishop Lee Piché as our keynote speaker on the theme of our Congress, “A Time for
Faith – A Time for Fiat.” Bishop Piché will also celebrate the
Opening Mass at 8:00 A.M. Our second morning speaker is
Fr. Thomas Dufner, Pastor of Epiphany Church of Coon

Rapids. Fr. Dufner is well-known for his devotion to Mary
and a proponent of the Message of Fatima. Lastly, we again
welcome Mr. Bill Sockey, custodian of the National Pilgrim
Virgin Statue for the World Apostolate of Fatima USA, for
an afternoon talk on Fatima.
Based on the survey and suggestions from last year’s Congress, we planned more time for Confession, prayer, and
veneration of the statue (in fact, you can do your First Saturday Confession and prepare for Divine Mercy Sunday). We
will begin our day with Mass at 8:00 A.M. and complete the
First Saturday devotion later in the program rather than at
7:30 A.M. as in prior years. The atmosphere will reflect the
joyous season of Easter as we welcome again the National
Pilgrim Virgin Statue, which will remain at St. Joseph’s
throughout the day and evening for private veneration.
We hope you will join us on this special day and encourage
you to invite your friends, family, neighbors, and young people to come and perhaps hear the Message of Fatima for the
first time. Having the Pilgrim Virgin Statue in our midst is
also a powerful spiritual experience for many.

THREE WAYS TO REGISTER IN ADVANCE

Deadline for advanced phone registration:
April 4, 2013

SCHEDULE: (Doors open at 7:30 A.M.)
8:00 A.M. – Holy Mass
Light breakfast served / Confessions
9:30 A.M. – First Talk: Bishop Lee Piché
10:30 A.M. – Second Talk: Fr. Thomas Dufner
11:15 A.M. –Rosary and First Saturday devotion
11:45 A.M. – Lunch / Vendors in the Great Hall
1:15 P.M. – Fatima Talk: Mr. Bill Sockey
Renewal of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart

Same day registration: $35

The statue will remain at St. Joseph’s through the
afternoon and early evening for veneration.

Online:

www.fatimaonline.org (with option
to pay by check or credit card)

Phone:

763-502-0792 (with payment mailed in)

By Mail: Use the coupon below

Advance Registration: $30
$15 for Religious and youth
Make checks payable to “The World Apostolate of Fatima” and send to:
Janice Hugo, 13010 Hialeah Path, Apple Valley, MN 55124 (post-marked by April 2, 2013)

Name: ___________________________ Parish: ____________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ________
Telephone:______________________________
Registration Amount: _________ I’d like to sponsor with an extra donation: _________

P AGE 6

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARIAN CONGRESS
April 6, 2013
Church of St. Joseph
1154 Seminole Avenue
West St. Paul, MN 55118
Barb Ernster: 763-502-0792
(See flyer on page 4)
VIGILS OF REPARATION
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
February 1-2, 2013
St. Jerome Church
380 Roselawn Avenue East
Maplewood, MN 55117
Cynthia: 651-772-2221
March 1-2, 2013
Due to Friday Lenten services in
most Twin City parishes, no Vigil is
scheduled at this time. Contact
Kathleen O’Hern at 651-426-9401
if your parish is interested.
April 6-7, 2012
No Vigil of Reparation scheduled due
to Marian Congress (see above).
May 3-4, 2013
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
2035 West 15th Street
Hastings, MN 55033
Mary: 651-437-3591

PRAYER REQUESTS

x For all living and deceased members
of the World Apostolate of Fatima
x That many people will respond to
Our Lady of Fatima through both the
Marian Congress and the tour of the
National Pilgrim Virgin Statue
throughout our Archdiocese
x For the sanctity of life, marriage and
the family, and the protection of religious freedom
x That our nation’s elected and appointed officials will acknowledge
God as Truth so that the United
States will once again become a
Christian country
x That many people will return to the
Faith through our prayers and the
Archdiocesan Rediscover program
If you have a prayer intention that you
wish to have included, please call Mary
at 651-450-6941.

W ORLD A POSTOLATE OF F ATIMA

MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

M

ary Fier is the mother of seven children and
has been married to Don for 35 years. They
are members of St. Agnes Church and she met Don
while teaching grade school at St. Agnes. After their
first child was born, she became a stay-at-home mom
and would not have had it any other way.
Mary and Don joined a Fatima Prayer Cell early in
their marriage and later she and a group of friends
started another Prayer Cell for moms with young children. She has been very active in volunteering her help
for WAF events for the past few years and looks forward to continuing to help with
the Marian Congress, National Pilgrim Virgin Statue tour, Communion Breakfast,
and proofreading the newsletter and anything else the Apostolate might publish.
Mary is happy to have been elected to the WAF Board of Trustees and expresses her
profound thanks for the prayers and support of all WAF members.

M

ark Hugo is a cradle Catholic who, as a child
(at the risk of aging himself), loved to attend
the pre-Vatican II Mass. He feels blessed to be able to
do so once again at St. Augustine Church in South St.
Paul, where he and his wife Janice are long-time members. They have lived in Apple Valley for 27 years and
have two grandchildren, ages 3 and 5, whom they
treasure spending much time with.
Mark has volunteered his help for various WAF
functions including the celebration of the “Year of the
Eucharist” event in St. Paul in 2004 and a number of Marian Congresses. He considers it a great privilege to be able to serve on the Board in parallel with his wife and
hopes, with the help of our Blessed Mother, to be able to make a worthy contribution to the Apostolate. Mark has a great desire to make as many people as possible
aware of Our Lady of Fatima’s urgent message.

S

ue Ryan is a native of St. Paul, is single and has
never been married, and lives in a small apartment
in the Highland Park area. She works for the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as a circulation
manager for the Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine, the DNR’s official publication about outdoor recreational activities throughout Minnesota. She has been
with the DNR for nearly 35 years.
Sue is a parishioner at the Church of St. Mary downtown St. Paul where she has been a member for eight years. She is extremely active
in parish life, serving as a lector, Eucharistic minister, altar server, sacristan for their
Saturday afternoon Mass, coordinates weddings, and volunteers as a host at many
fund-raising events. She also serves as the Leader for St. Mary’s Fatima Prayer Cell.
Sue enjoys playing the piano, is a cross stitch enthusiast, and an avid reader. She is
very excited at being given the opportunity to work with WAF Board members and
expresses her thanks for being entrusted the position of Secretary.
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COMMUNION BREAKFAST
BY JAN

T

he annual Communion Breakfast and elections for our Archdiocesan Division’s Board of Trustees was
held on November 19, 2012, at the
Church of St. Augustine in South St.
Paul. The morning started with the Rosary followed by the celebration of Holy
Mass. Delegates then assembled for a
delicious breakfast in the basement hall.
Todd Ziesmer served as facilitator for
the elections to fill seats being vacated by
three Board members whose terms had
expired: Don Fier, Annette Alfonso, and
Kathleen O’Hern (who decided to seek
re-election). In addition, three two-year
terms were up for election to fill positions vacated by Connie Schneider and
Sue Weyandt (who resigned to focus
more exclusively on Children of the
Eucharist), and Donna McAndrews
(who had agreed last year to serve an
interim one-year term for an unfilled
Board position). New candidates were
Tom Harrington, Mark Hugo, and Ann
Wegleitner. Mary Fier and Sue Ryan
were nominated from the floor.
Election results are as follows: Kathleen O’Hern, Mark Hugo, and Anne
Wegleitner were elected to three-year

AND

ELECTIONS

HUGO

terms; and Mary Fier, Tom Harrington,
and Sue Ryan were elected to two-year
terms. (Note: Subsequent to the Communion Breakfast and after attending the
December Board meeting, Tom Harrington decided he would be unable to serve
on the Board. Tom recently accepted a
new job position and after reflecting on
its demanding requirements, he prayerfully discerned he would not have adequate time to do justice to a WAF Board
position.)
President Don Fier highlighted the
accomplishments of the Board of Trustees for the past year and also spoke
about future priorities and upcoming
events. One of the main tasks of 2012
was a careful review of the WAF Constitution and Statutes in lieu of the World
Apostolate of Fatima being raised to the
status of a Public Association of the Faithful. Delegates voted to approve a revision
of the Constitution which was drafted by
Fr. James McConville, JCL, who serves
on the Archdiocesan tribunal.
Treasurer Barb Ernster presented the
Fiscal Year 2012 Financial Report and
reported that the external Finance Committee had formally approved it at a

meeting earlier in November. Kathleen
O’Hern presented the new Vigil of Reparation booklet and Todd Ziesmer, who
serves on the WAF USA Board of Trustees, gave an update on activities at the
national level.
The meeting concluded with a special
acknowledgement to our outgoing President, Don Fier, who agreed to advise and
assist the Board in a “behind-the-scenes”
mode. Flowers were presented to Annette Alfonso and Donna McAndrews for
their many years of exemplary service to
the WAF.
The Board of Trustees held its election
of officers at a Board meeting on December 4, 2012, with the following results:
President: Barb Ernster
Vice President: Todd Ziesmer
Secretary: Sue Ryan
Treasurer: Janice Hugo
Please keep them and all WAF Board
members in your prayers.
The Board of Trustees extends a special thank you to all of the volunteers
who generously gave of their time and
talent to organize and serve at the Communion Breakfast.

FAREWELL MESSAGE
Dear Members of the WAF,
Praised be Jesus Christ!
I wish to express to all of you what a
great privilege and blessing it has been to
serve on the Board of Trustees and as the
editor of the WAF newsletter for the
past six years. I am especially grateful for
having been entrusted to serve as President for the past two years and hope that
I have contributed in some way to the
work of Our Lady’s Apostolate.
About a year and a half ago, I agreed
to take on a challenging project: the research and writing of a definitive biography on the Servant of God, Fr. John A.
Hardon, S.J. The Cause for Canonization
of this holy Jesuit priest was initiated by
Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke in December of 2005. Although I met Fr. Hardon
in person only once in the early 1990s at

a Marian Congress, I have admired him
and listened to literally hundreds of hours
of his tapes and CDs on the Catholic
Faith over a period of 30 years.
More recently, and as a direct result of
my Fr. Hardon project, I was asked to
write a regular column for The Wanderer
newspaper on the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. I agreed, and indeed draw upon
Fr. Hardon’s voluminous written works
on the Faith for my articles each week.
Along with my other duties, I found
myself with too many things on my plate
and have been unable to make acceptable
progress on Fr. Hardon’s biography.
After spending much time in prayer and
seeking the counsel of my Spiritual Director, it was with mixed emotions that I
made a decision this past fall to not seek
re-election to the WAF Board.

In God’s Providence, however, Our
Lady has provided wonderfully with the
election of Barb Ernster as the new President. After working with Barb for the
past five years and witnessing her obvious
love for Our Lord and Our Lady and her
tireless efforts to spread the Message of
Fatima, I could not think of a better person to step in as President. Barb is also
blessed to have a wonderful group of
Board members working at her side.
In closing I have one request for WAF
newsletter readers. Please say a Memorare
(Fr. Hardon’s favorite prayer) for the
success of my work. And know that I will
continue to assist with the work of the
World Apostolate of Fatima, but in a
smaller, less visible way.
In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
Don Fier

WORLD APOSTOLATE OF FATIMA
Archdiocesan Division St. Paul/Minneapolis
302 Fifth Avenue North
South St. Paul, MN 55075
—————————
Address Service Requested

YOUR LAST CONTRIBUTION WAS

www.fatimaonline.org

NEWSLETTER RENEWAL COUPON
We are extremely grateful to all who mail in renewal coupons and make donations to support the World
Apostolate of Fatima. The $5 annual fee covers only the cost of a single subscription. Extra contributions
make it possible for us to continue sending newsletters free-of-charge to the clergy and those who are
unable to subscribe due to financial difficulty. Please check the mailing label for the date of your last
contribution and renew your subscription if it has been a year. Thank you for your generosity. Questions or
comments? Please contact Mark Hugo (e-mail: crosstown7@hotmail.com; phone: 952-452-4205).
Mail to: World Apostolate of Fatima (c/o Janice Hugo)
13010 Hialeah Path, Apple Valley, MN 55124
Make your check payable to “World Apostolate of Fatima”
Please renew my subscription for 1 year @ $5/subscription.
I would like to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of $ ______.
I am unable to contribute, but would like to receive the newsletter by mail.
I would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail – my e-mail address is below.
Please remove me from your list.
Name:
________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________
Telephone No.: ________________________________________________
E-mail Address: ________________________________________________

